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caused by the Nationalist advance, told me that women
of the town sat drinking with the officers night after
night: citizens of Malaga were starving., but the officers
were never short of wine or meat. For three and a half
months the hotel staff received no wages. When the
airmen left the hotel it was so filthy that It took a week
to clean with the aid of a fire engine and disinfectants.

So also in one of the parish churches adjoining the
Cathedral, which had to be whitewashed three times,
except that there there was destruction as well as dirt. The
Cathedral was not burned, but was used as a hospital, and
was in a filthy state when the city was captured. In the
neighbouring chapel the reredos and organ were torn
down, and the high altar and side altars had been dyna-
mited. Tombs had been dug up, pictures slashed, the
head of a statue of the Virgin was carefully sawn In half.
This particular mutilation impressed me more than the
others, because of its laborious and lunatic hate.

In January, 1937, the Diluvio of Barcelona declared:
" One by one the rats of the Confessional will be sought
out by our terriers, their lairs destroyed, and their nests
set on fire." These terriers of Communism, to judge by
the third-degree cells discovered In the Convent of San
Juan in Barcelona (converted into a prison In 1937), had
been trained in the most modern methods of persuasion
known to the Comintern.

The construction of these special rooms at San Juan,
where confessions were extracted from political suspects,
was quite simple, and at first sight not very alarming.
The floor of the cell was covered with bricks set on edge,
so that the prisoner could not He down or walk about
except in acute discomfort. The bed was of concrete and
set at a slope of twenty degrees, which tempted a tired
man to doze, but as soon as his muscles relaxed In sleep
he would roll off and fall on the bricks. The walls were